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‘Odonker’ Spells Victory

 One would think the school gym the 
two days before Thanksgiving break would 
be filled with shouting and playing.  Not at 
Saint Vincent.  Those two days the gym was 
filled with silent students watching their class-
mates spell their way to victory.  Teachers held 
classroom spelling bees to compile the top 12 
students for two age divisions.  First through 
fourth grade, followed by fifth through eighth 
grades, held their semi-finals to then nar-
row each division to the top three spellers.  
 Pretty nerve wracking if you are a sec-
ond grader going up against an eighth grader 
in the final spelling bee.  Charlee Clinedinst 
was that second grader who held her own 
against her older schoolmates.  Other final-

ists were Samantha Whiting (3rd), Evan 
Bailey (4th), Logan Daubenmier (7th), Quinn 
Tague (8th), and we can’t forget our champion, 
Jo-Ann Odonkor (6th).
 Mrs. Duston gave her thoughts on 
having a recurring spelling bee. “I really enjoy 
hosting the spelling bee at our school because 
it allows different students to show their spe-
cial talents.  We often think of sports or mu-
sicality when we think of talents.  Many forget 
that spelling is a gift too!  Sometimes I think 
we forget that when we have spell check on our 
computers and autocorrect on our phones.”
 
St. Vincent de Paul is looking forward to host-
ing the next spelling bee next academic year! 

From left to right: 
Logan Daubenmier, Jo-Ann Odonker & Quinn Tague

St. Vincent de Paul Spirit Wear “Last Minute Gift Buying” Opportunity!
Lots of items available one night only at the St. Nick Festival December 3rd

Prices range from $5-$35 | Once they’re gone, they’re gone!
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Book Recommendations

Top 5 Gifts 
Under $10

6th & 4th Grade Contributors
Abigail Yocum & Evan Bailey

Christmas gifts under $10 are a good idea because people might not 
have enough time  to buy an expensive gift and so cheap gifts are a 
good idea so people can take time to buy the gifts. These gifts will NOT 
go in the junk drawer. 

5th Grade Student Writer
Evie Wright

A Christmas Carol
A book about a selfish man named 
Ezbener Scrooge, who hates Christmas.

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
In this novel, a family of siblings take over a 
Christmas pageant, and it turns out to be the best 
one ever.

The Light at Tern Rock
This story follows eleven-year-old Ronnie and his 
aunt, Martha Morse, who agree to give the lighthouse 
keeper a vacation and take over in his absence. But 
when he doesn’t come home for Christmas, Ronnie 
and his aunt are stranded for the holidays. 

The Christmas Doll
A novel that tells the heartwarming story 
of two orphaned sisters whose lives are 
changed forever by a magical doll.

Nancy & Plum
A delightful old-fashioned Christmas story 
where two sisters’ parents die in an accident, and 
their only living relative is a wealthy bachelor 
with no time for children.

The Polar Express
One Christmas Eve,a boy listens for the 
bells of Santa’s sleigh...even though a 
friend told him not to.

Stick Man
Stick Man is a very lucky stick, living with his 
Stick Lady and little sticks. However, one day he 
goes out and becomes a toy for a dog, nesting 
material, and more.

Nine Days to Christmas
A book about a Mexican family preparing for 
the Christmas holiday traditions.

All I Ever Wanted Was a Christmas 
Doll
A girl wants a doll for Christmas during the Great 
Depression, but her sisters try to disinterest her 
because they are simply too poor to afford one. 

The Elf on The Shelf Christmas 
Tradition
This book tells the story of Elf on The Shelfs, de-
termining how Santa tells who’s naughty and who’s 
nice. 

Christmas Favorites

Infinity cube fidget toy

Hardcover notebook

Milk bar cookie cartons

Seasonal chocolate bars

Paper Mate Inkjoy pens
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Top 5 Christmas 
Movies

4th Grade Student Contributors
Zachary Rouhier & Charley Cooper 
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Source to all images on this page (with the exception of student pictures) from google.com
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D e c e m b e r  E d i t i o n  |  B l u e  S t r e a k  B l a z e r
3

6th Grade Student Writer
Abigail Yocum

Take it to the STV Hallways

What is your favorite Christmas Tradition?

Newspaper Editior 
Mrs. Kelly Duston

Cover Story

Riding the Green Wave

It is not everyday you can say you are 
on a football team that has the oppor-
tunity to go to the state championship.  
For Saint Vincent alumni of the class 
of 2020, Kelly Wendt (defensive back) 
and Matthew Spearman (center), they 
can say just that.  

This fall, the Newark Catholic High 
School football team has relentlessly 
fought their way to the Division 7 State 
Championship.  They will play Satur-
day, December 4th, at the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame Stadium in Canton, Ohio 
at 10:30 AM.

Newark Catholic is one of the few 
Catholic High Schools Saint Vincent 
de Paul students may choose to attend 
to continue their Catholic education.  

You would think that the Friday before 
the Ohio State/Michigan game the 
halls would be lined with scarlet and 
gray but not at Saint Vincent!  Green 
and gold were the colors of choice as 
the students at Saint Vincent walked 
the halls to represent the Newark 
Catholic Green Wave.  The staff and 
students also sent a shout out video to 
Newark Catholic students to get people 
pumped up for Semi-Finals.  To the 
students’ surprise, the very next 
morning Newark Catholic head coach 
Ryan Aiello responded with a shout 
back giving thanks to the Blue Streak 
supporters!

This week the Blue Streaks continue to 
wish luck to the Green Wave until the 
big game Saturday!  Go NC!

Jace Daubenmier
7th Grader

“I like going to church 
because I get to spend 
time with my family. ”

Will Raney
3rd Grader

“I love getting presents 
at Christmas because it 
makes me feel happy!

”

Olivia Adams
1st Grader

“I love when our elves 
come back to see us!

”

Coach Ryan Aiello & Greenwave team thanking St. Vincent de Paul students 
& staff for supporting them in a short video spot on Facebook.

Food & Drink

Angel Toffee Dessert
5th Grade Student Contributor
Lily Adams

Steps  
1 -Move oven rack to lowest position (remove other racks). Heat oven to 350°F.
2 -In extra-large glass or metal bowl, beat cake mix and water with an electric mixer 
on low speed for 30 seconds; beat on medium speed for 1 minute. Pour into an 
ungreased 10-inch angel food (tube) cake pan. (Do not use a fluted tube cake pan or 
9-inch angel food pan or batter will overflow.)
3- Bake 37 to 47 minutes or until the top is dark golden brown and cracks feel very dry 
and not sticky. Do not underbake. Immediately turn the pan upside down onto a glass 
bottle until the cake is completely cool, about 2 hours. Run knife around edges of cake; 
remove from pan.
4-Crush or finely chop candy bars; reserve 1/3 cup. Fold remaining crushed candy into 
whipped topping.
5-Tear cake into about 1-inch pieces. In a large bowl, mix cake pieces and whipped 
topping mixture. In an ungreased 13x9-inch pan, lightly press the cake mixture. 
Sprinkle with reserved crushed candy. Freeze dessert for about 1 hour 30 minutes or 
until firm. Cut into squares or spoon into dessert dishes. Dust plates with cocoa pow-
der. Store covered in freezer.

Source: www.bettycrocker.com/recipes/angel-toffee-dessert

Ingredients
1 box white angel food cake mix
1 ¼ cups cold water
6 bars (1.4 oz each) chocolate-covered English toffee candy
1container (8 oz) frozen whipped topping, thawed

Editors: Mrs. Kelly Duston kduston@stvmtv.org, Mrs. Jen Whalen jwhalen@cdeducation.org Mrs. Brooke Adams badams@stvmtv.org
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 There are so many different traditions, 
like building a snowman, driving through a light 
show, or making hot chocolate.  Saint Vincent De 
Paul even has a couple christmas traditions like, 
the Saint Nick festival,  Secret Santa, the Christmas 
Play, and even a gift exchange for the students. Here 
are some traditions of some teachers and students.   

 Mrs.Dyer enjoys reading Christmas books 
with her kids on Christmas Eve, this is one of her 
favorites. They decorate the tree together and bake 
Christmas cookies. They watch the muppets christ-
mas carol which is another one of her favorites. 
Mrs. Dyers favorite school tradition is the gift ex-
change, she said she likes seeing the kids reaction.

 Mrs. Light and her family cut down 
a christmas tree together and decorate it with 
special family ornaments. They put lights out and 
go through drive through lights together. They 
attend mass on christmas eve and enjoy a 
Christmas Eve dinner beforehand. Her favorite 
tradition is to take her daughter to see Santa and see 
her reaction. She really likes the K-3rd gift exchange. 

 Mrs. Pitt  had many traditions as a kid 
including  lining up from youngest to oldest on 
Christmas morning going down the stairs to see the 
presents one at a time. Now that she is married and 
has kids she has some new traditions with her family 
like making homemade ravioli for dinner. She has a 
Christmas campout with her family where they play 
many games and watch movies on the floor all night 
long. Since this is her first year here at STV she is most 
excited about seeing the Christmas play put on by the 
STV students because she’s never seen one before. 

 Mrs.Robinson sings silent night with 
her family in front of their manger which is her 
favorite. She hides baby jesus during advent and 
after they sing Silent night her boys find him and 
put him in the manger scene. They have a reindeer 
decorating cookie contest which her husband judges 
is her second favorite. The grand finale of the school 
Christmas play is her favorite school tradition.

 Kylie Whalen, a second grader, 
watches Christmas movies on christmas 
eve  and bakes cookies with her family. Her 
family enjoys a big family christmas dinner. She 
also likes to find her elves during christmas time. 

 Samantha Whiting, a third graders favorite 
school tradition is the Saint Nick fest and secret san-
ta. Another third grader Nora Ellinger enjoys going 
to the store to watch her baby sister pick out plastic 
ornaments so she can 
practice hanging them up on their tree.  

 There are many more Christmas 
traditions. Most of our teachers attend midnight 
mass. People do many things to celebrate. Everybody 
has a tradition even if it’s as small as waking up early.    

 

740.397.2751

This edition of the Blue Streak Blazer Student Newspaper is sponsored by:

Tree farms or orchards are when you can 
get a real tree and have fun with family and 
there are 57 tree farms in Ohio! Stonehevan 
Tree Farm is one. It is in Centerburg. They 
give a happy feeling and hot cocoa candy 
canes and cookies. The staff are very nice. 
Another christmas farm is Stouts Tree Farm 
They have a very nice staff very cozy farm.  

Drive-Walk through lights are always so 
enjoyable  and here a couple recommendations:
 
Experience a holiday drive-thru light show 
at the Alum Creek State Park Camp-
grounds. It is  40 minutes away in Sunbury.
 The Zoo Wild Lights is about an hour 

away and lots of fun.  The Columbus Zoo 
transforms into a twinkling display for the 
holidays. You will enjoy the many lights, 
meet a reindeer, roast s’mores and more. 
You could go to Wachtel Christ-
mas light show. It has a 4.9 star 
review! It is in Nashville, a village in 
Ohio and is a great place to take children. 
Another place to go is to the 
Wonderlights Christmas Light 
Drive through in Croton on the Har-
ford Fairgrounds.   Drive throgh light 
shows are convenient and you can stay 
warm and snuggle with your family.

5th Grade Student Writers
Carter Messerly & Tayhlor Spurling Metcalfe

Winter Feature

Tree Farms & Light Shows

Columbus Zoo Wildlights Source: experiencecolumbus.com

Wonderlights Display in Croton  
Source www.wonderlightschristmas.com/

Christmas Feature

Christmas Traditions
5th Grade Student Writers
Lily Adams & Kate Marhefka

Editors: Mrs. Kelly Duston kduston@stvmtv.org, Mrs. Jen Whalen jwhalen@cdeducation.org Mrs. Brooke Adams badams@stvmtv.org
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Ask Father Column

Ask Father
WHO WAS THE FIRST PERSON ON EARTH?  
According to the first book of the Bible, the 
book of Genesis, the first person on earth was a 
man created by God named Adam.

WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE IN HEAVEN?  
I don’t know for sure, but I do know that St. 
Paul tells us that God has prepared great things 
for those who love Him, things so great that we 
can’t even imagine them.  So heaven must be a 
very, very beautiful place.

WHY DOES GOD TAKE CARE OF US?  
That’s a great question, and I hope you always 
ask it.  God takes care of us because He loves us 
so, so much!  I hope the more we see His love for 
us, that our hearts may always be moved to love 
Him in return.

IS THE CHURCH WHERE YOU LIVE?  
No it isn’t.  I live on the other side of the school 
in the blue house, which is called a “rectory”, 
which is a house where priests live.  So I live 
CLOSE to the church, but not in it.

WHEN DID YOU FIRST HEAR YOUR CALLING 
TO BECOME A PRIEST?  
Actually, I was in grade school, probably around 
second grade.  I admired the priests we had at 
my parish, and my parents were very faithful 
Catholics who took our family to Mass every 
week.  But it took me a long time to be sure that 
God was really calling me, but I’m very thankful 
that He did!

WHY MUST I CONFESS MY SINS TO A PRIEST 
INSTEAD OF THROUGH PRAYER?  
This question gets asked a lot, and there are 
many reasons.  But the primary reason is that 
this is what Jesus asks us to do.  In the gospel 
of John, chapter 20, verses 22 and 23, Jesus 
breathes the Holy Spirit upon the apostles and 
gives them the power to forgive sins.  And re-
ally, that’s often how God works in the world, 
through His disciples.  Jesus Himself could have 
just raised a magic wand and saved us, but He 
wanted to do it in person, so He was born, was 
crucified, and rose again so that we would know 
it was real and His love is real.  He knows that 
our minds are weak, and we couldn’t be sure of 
forgiveness just by ourselves.  So He gave priests 
the power to forgive (although it’s still only Jesus 
who actually forgives), so that we could KNOW 
that we are indeed forgiven.

WHAT PART OF BEING A PRIEST MAKES 
YOU THE HAPPIEST?  Without a doubt, it’s cel-
ebrating the sacraments.  I love to do baptisms, 
celebate the Eucharist, hear confessions, anoint 
the sick, etc. because I know in those moments 
I’m doing exactly what the Lord has called me 
to do.  I have the privilege of bringing Jesus in 
a very real way to the most important moments 
in people’s lives.

DO YOU EVER FORGET TO PRAY THE 
LITURGY OF THE HOURS?  WHAT HAPPENS 
IF YOU DO FORGET?  
Prayer is one of the promises I made at my or-
dination, so I try to be as faithful as I can to this 
promise.  But there are times when shedules 
sometimes prevent me from praying at all the 
proper times.  When that happens, I try to make 
it up as soon as I can.  If I honeslty forget, the 
Lord understands my human weakness.  But 
if I intentionally do not say the prayers, then I 
would be breaking my promise which would be 
a sin, and then I’d need to go to another priest 
for confession.

Thank you for all the great questions! 
Father Hammond

Questions submitted anonymously from students in preschool-8th grade

Editors: Mrs. Kelly Duston kduston@stvmtv.org, Mrs. Jen Whalen jwhalen@cdeducation.org Mrs. Brooke Adams badams@stvmtv.org

Feature Story

First Annual 
Writing Olympics

Newspaper Editior 
Mrs. Kelly Duston

 St. Vincent held the first Writing 
Olympics held by the author of the Aiden 
of Oren series, Alan St. Jean.  In Spring of 
2021 students went to the Woodward Op-
era House for the initial visit from St. Jean.  
He shared about his life of becoming an 
author and some of his previous works.  At 
the end of his presentation he challenged 
the students to partake in his version of the 
olympics.  His writing olympics to be exact.  
Not all the students were confident in their 
writing skills, but St. Jean reassured the 
students that they are all gifted writers, they 
just do not know it yet.  

 The Writing Olympics hosted by 
St. Jean was November 15-19.  On day one 
of St. Jean returning to St. Vincent de Paul 
he taught the students the editing process.  
Each grade would create their own story 
to be judged accordingly at the end of the 
week.

From parent Brooke Adams, “it was inspir-
ing to watch Alan with the kids. He really 
connected with them.  I loved to hear all 
the laughter coming from the students (and 
teachers) during the Olympic finals and 
hearing him read their stories with so 
much enthusiasm. I can’t wait for this event 
next year.”     

PreschoolChristmas Show
December 10

Show Starts at 6:00pm

Christmas
Join us for the K-8 

St. Vincent de Paul School Gymnasium
All Families Welcome!

Show
Memorial Theater

6:30pm

December 16th

Alan St. Jean reading student writings
during the final school assembly 
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5th Grade Student Writer
Avery Whalen

The Four Elves
      Once upon a time  elves named Buddy, Jingles, 
Candy Cane, and Noel were having a normal day. 
They were excited because December 1st is when 
they leave the North Pole and go to their kids! ¨It 
will happen tomorrow. I can’t wait¨ said Candy 
Cane. *At night* Okay ready to go! Said buddy. 
YEP! They all said. Okay do we have a snowflake 

the dog? Or Coca the reindeer? Maybe even 
snowball or sugar plum the foxes? Yes, we have 
everyone!  Okay we are getting closer I can see 
the Christmas lights on their house! Wow, that 
looks amazing. Said Noel. Okay everyone get in 
your positions. Hey, what’s that? It’s a yeti and he 
is our size like one of the creatures from the other 
side of the north pole! OH NO!  Hi, my name 
is Yeti. I’m nice, I know where you elves come 
from. I know you’re kinda scared of me right 

now but don’t worry I was Santa’s friend but then 
a snow blurry came. Sadly since all you elves are 
working for him I can’t get to hime I can’t talk to 
him because of all of your security. Okay we will 
take you to Santa because you’re his friend, we 
are friendly to everyone! Okay then come with 
us! Said Buddy. Okay EVERYONE HOLD YETI! 
Woohoo I’m flying! Said Yeti. 

Christmas Short Stories

Elf on the Shelf Shorts

5th Grade Student Writer
Kiersten Clinedinst

Bubbles And Ellie      
Bubbles was on a mission. She had to make it to 
Sammy and Stephen’s house before morning. 
She dashed along the ground, the snow spraying 
her small face. When she got there, She noticed 
another pink elf moving around the bathroom, 

spraying shaving cream on the rusting mirror. “ 
Who are you, and why are you at my house?!” 
Bubbles demanded. The other elf smirked mis-
chievously, and replied” I’m Ellie, and I was sent 
here for my kid!” Bubble’s face turned pale, and 
she suddenly turned speechless. “ Um….. Who is 
your kid? Oh! By the way, I’m Bubbles!” Bubbles 

asked, chewing her pocketed candy cane from 
earlier. “ Stephen!” Ellie laughed, shaking her 
head at Bubbles. “ Oh, okay! Well, mine’s 
Sammy. We will work together!” Bubbles said 
triumphantly. And from that day on, Bubbles 
and Ellie have been working together, causing 
crazy mischief.  

4th Grade Student Writer
Zoey Chester

A Special Job
Sugar Cookie was a very good elf on the shelf and 
one day while Sugar Cookie was running away 
from a giant Yeti ,she bumped into Ginger the 
mail elf.”Sorry Ginger” Sugar Cookie told Gin-
ger. ”It’s fine, it was my fault anyway¨ Said Sugar 
Cookie.  ¨I have a huge load of mail” Ginger told 
Sugar Cookie.

Color the elves four different colors!

BLOCK Of FUN

Trivia & Jokes
4th Grade Student Contributor
Connor Vernon

What do you call Santa on the beach?
Santa Paws! 

What do you call Father Christmas on the beach? Sandy Clause!

What do you call Santa when he has no money?  Saint “Nickel”-
less!

Why did Santa go to the doctor? 
Because of his Bad elf

Fun Facts
2 Claus (also known as Mrs. Claus) is the legendary wife of Santa 
Claus, the Christmas gift-bringer in Western Christmas tradition. She 
is known for making cookies with the elves, caring for the reindeer, 
and preparing toys with her husband.

While “Corde natus ex Parentis” isn’t a popular Christmas song today, 
it is probably the oldest known Christmas song that is still 
performed by a few churches today. The song, which is actually a 
Christian hymn, was written by Roman Christian poet Aurelius 
Prudentius.In the song “Winter Wonderland,” what do we call the 
snowman?
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